
The 124th Regiment. 

A new stand of colors is about to be 
forwarded to the 124th Regt., N. Y . S. 
V., by the Daugh te r s of Orange . T h e 
flag is precisely like t he one presented 
at the i r organization in Sep tember , '62, 
with the addit ion of a cluster of O r a n g e 
blossoms and fruit on the blue g round , 
added as a memento of the lamented 
Col. Ellis, who called his "boys" his 
"Orange Blossoms," and a r ibbon of 
that color is now universally worn b y 
the regiment . 

I t is due to t h e many cont r ibu tors 
from t h e towns in the county , t o s ta te , 
in explanation of the delay in presen t ing 
these colors, tha t they were ordered 
abou t the 15th of November , and not 
received until the 30th of December .— 
T h e remit tances have been almost inva
riably accompanied with kind wishes 
for the wellfare of their favorite regi
ment , and expressions of thanks for t he 
privilege of cont r ibut ing in any measure 
towards procur ing a testimonial of ap
preciation. I t is safe to say t ha t scarce
ly a town has been applied t o tha t 
would not willingly have furnished the 
colors if necessary, but it was deemed 
best t o be impartial and allow all a 
share . 

One of the Daughters of Orange. 
Goshen, Jan. 6, 1864. 

THE OLD AND NEW FLAGS OF THE 
124TH REGIMENT. 

The privilege of furnishing colors to 
this Regiment was recorded to t h e ladies of Orange County, and b y t h e m 

proper ly apprecia ted. I t may not be 
genera l ly known, t h a t the old honored 
relic, perforated by missiles from R e b e l 
hands , was sent to swell t he collection 
of A r m s and Trophies at t h e Met ropol i -
tan F a i r , an exhibi t ion which m a d e 
every pa t r io t sick at hear t , so numerous 
t h e evidences of national conspiracy.— 
A l t h o u g h the new one has as ye t re
ceived no parricidal th rus t , i t is needless 
to say the re are tokens of a coming 
contest , and anxious hear ts are turning 
with deep solicitude to the A r m y of the 
P o t o m a c , and praying feverently for 
t h e welfare of coun t ry and friends. As 
individuals instinctively t u rn to t h e lo
cation of objects most beloved, so do 
we find our interest concen t ra t ing on 
t h e li t t le band t h a t rallies round t he 
new flag of the R e g i m e n t we del ight 
to call "our own," each man of which 
we have adop ted as a subject of house
hold r ega rd and feel now an increased 
desire t o do them honor in considera

tion of trials undergone. 

T h e following address expressive of 
our est imation of their services and the 
appropr ia te reply of the Colonel will be 
read with t he in teres t a t tach ing to par t 
ing words . 
To the Officers and Men of the 124th Regi
ent, N. Y. Volunteers. 

T h e D a u g h t e r s of O r a n g e having 

heard t h a t the colors t h e y presented to 
you at t h e t ime of your organizat ion 
have been impaired in ba t t l e , t ake g rea t 
pleasure in subs t i tu t ing new ones .— 
Please regard t hem as renewed tokens 
of their high appreciat ion of your ser
vices as a R e g i m e n t , and as a p ledge of 
thei r desire t o have the i r interests in 
this contest identified wi th your own. 
You can hardly be expected to know how 
large a place you have in the hear ts of 
your count ry-women, how sincera the i r 
r egard and sympathy , nor how g r e a t 
t he interest t hey have in the records of 
the b rave American G u a r d . Cont inue 
t o keep t hem unsullied, and m a k e for 
us such a his tory as we m a y with pr ide 
and satisfaction deposit with the archives 
of our count ry . Y o u have a l ready won 
a name for courage and efficiency in 
batt les , for fort i tude and endurance in 
wearisome m a r c h e s ; a name t h a t can 
be still more exal ted, if, after having 
stood the test of intrepid soldiers, you 
can add to it t h e c rowning vir tues of 
patience and endurance t o t h e end.— 
Y o u r diminished n u m b e r s tell eloquent
ly wha t you have already suffered since 
you left us under t he leadership of the 
able and bold Col. Ellis. Send us back 
the old revered flag, t h a t i t may be 
placed with t h e cher ished mementoes 
of y o u r l amented commander and his 
" immorta l braves." I t s ta rn ished hues 
will affect to sadness those who beheld 
i t unfurled and in his hand held aloft 
on t h e d a y of its presentat ion, when he 
declared if he d id no t bring it back 
then we migh t res t assured "the arm 
tha t held it would be palsied in death." 
R e t u r n i t , to tell us of G e t t y s b u r g h , 
and of t h e heroes slain in i ts defence. 
W e want it to remind us of t h e faith
ful, undaun ted men who followed i t 
with t h e offering of their lives, amid 
the strife and carnage of ba t t l e , or, 
benea th i ts folds have shouted vic tory 
over our foes. W e will cont inue to 
hold in grateful r emembrance , no t only 
the dead, b u t the disabled and scar red 
survivors. B e assured t h a t you, upon 
whom rests t h e future, have no publ ic 
friends more anxious for y o u r unblem
ished reputa t ion and honor , or more 
deeply solicitous for your welfare than 
the D A U G H T E R S OF ORANGE. 

CAMP 124TH REGIMENT, N. Y. VOL. 
Culpeper, Va., April 20, 1864. 

To the President of the Ladies Society of 
Orange County: 

D E A R M A D A M : — I n behalf of the of-

ficers and men of t h e 124th Reg iment , 
I t ake g r ea t pleasure in acknowledg ing 
the receipt of a beautiful s t and of colors 
with an accompanying address from the 
D a u g h t e r s of O r a n g e . 

These new silken folds of s tars and 
stripes have a l ready been unfurled be
fore t he R e g i m e n t in place of those, 
which a year and a half ago you pre
sented to us. B y this change of R e g i 
mental colors var ied emot ions are na tu-



rally awakened in t he breasts of us all, 
bo th as m e m o r y in connection wi th t he 
dear old flag br ings back the his tory of 
the past e ighteen mon ths , and as imagi
nat ion, p r o m p t e d b y your new gift, calls 
up t he remain ing e ighteen months of 
future service. 

T h e old one, a t your request , we send 
back t o our C o u n t y gr iev ing mos t of 
all t ha t our l amented Colonel, who re
ceived it at your hands , cannot r e tu rn 
it , for his a rm is palsied in dea th . On 
the flag's faded, t o rn and r iddled str ipes 
is wr i t ten a h is tory , of which, we are 
glad to learn t ha t you are proud. W e 
believe t ha t you will cherish it, bo th 
for the sake of t h e noble men who have 
fallen in its defence and of t h e surviv
ing m e m b e r s of t h e R e g i m e n t w h o 
reverence it wi th idola t rous devot ion . 
W e t rus t tha t , after i t has served its 
pa r t a t the Sani tary Fa i r s of the C o u n t y 
in awaken ing an in teres t in t he soldier 
b y r emind ing of a soldiers work , it may 
be t h o u g h t w o r t h y to form par t of a 
new collection t o be placed in Wash ing 
ton ' s H e a d q u a r t e r s at Newburgh , side 
by side with the relics and t rophies tha t 
are now there . T h e one collection, t o 
speak eloquent ly of L i b e r t y gained in 
t he Revo lu t ionary s t rugg le—the o ther , 
of L ibe r ty defended against t he Grea t 
Rebell ion. 

T h e new flag we gladly receive as 
ano ther token of the in teres t which t h e 
D a u g h t e r s of Orange have ever mani
fested in our behalf. F o r it , please ac
cept our heartfelt t hanks . On the long 
weary march and the closely contested 
battle field it will give courage and 
s t reng th , by remind ing of the warm 
hear ts and the willing hands t h a t a t 
home are cheer ing us. W e promise to 
bear and rally a round t h a t flag where-
ever d u t y and our C o u n t r y call. No 
t ra i to rous foe shall trail it in the dus t 
so long as an a rm can be raised in its 
defence. 

T h e signs of t he t imes are cheer ing . 
T h e hear t s of all are buoyan t with t h e 
confidence of coming v i c t o r y and of 
final t r iumph over t he enemy. U n d e r 
t h e guidance of an able and successful 
General , the a r m y is about to "advance 
on the enemies works." Cease not your 
efforts and your p raye r s—the Coun t ry 
is wor th them all. Resis t by your power
ful influence the enemy at home and so 
help us subdue the foe in our f ront— 
and, by the blessing of God upon our 
uni ted labors, we may soon b e able t o 
rejoice t o g e t h e r over a uni ted , happy , 
and free coun t ry . 

With the highest esteem, Madam, I am Yours for 
our Country's Good, F. M. CUMMINS, 

Col. 124th Regt. N. Y. V. 

A Silver Bugle was presented last 
month to Moses P. Ross; Chief Bugler of the 
124th Regiment, N. Y. S. V. I t bears the 
following inscription; "Moses P . Ross, Bu
gler 124th Regiment N. Y. V., by Col. F. 
M. Cummings. 



Letter from the 124th Regiment, 

CAMP NEAR BRANDY STATION, VA., 
January 17th, 1864. 

EDITOR W H I G PRESS:—Our Division has been 
very busy the past week moving camp. We now 
lay some three miles from Brandy Station. The 
weather for a few days past has been fine, but be
fore that it was very cold. Some of our boys have 
their cabins up, and expect to put up one for Capt. 
Jackson, Co. K, to-morrow. Co. K are all right. 
The boys enjoy themselves first best, are getting 
fat, and not one in the Company sick, I believe.— 
The Captain looks well; he is in the best of health, 
and a very nice Captain he is. He is very good to 
his men. The 124th is No. 1 in battle, and stand 
right to their post. The men think a great deal of 
our Colonel. 

A man by the name of Bullock, in Philadelphia, 
has sent on to the First Division woollen mittens 
for every man. They are distributing them out to 
the men, who are much pleased with so useful a 
present. 

Yours, respectfully, H. D. PARET. 

Letter from the One Hundred and Twenty-
Fourth. 

CAMP OF THE 124TII REGIMENT N. Y. S. V., 
NEAR BRANDY STATION, VA., Feb. 18, 1864. 

To the Editor of the Journal: 
DEAR S I R : Some time ago, the novel idea was 

suggested to me by a friend, of writing a letter to 
the Journal concerning the movements, &c., of the 
Orange Blossoms; but, deeming myself incompe
tent to get up a letter that would interest my 
friends when there was nothing to write about but 
camp life, I have put it off till the present time. 

You are all doubtless aware that we have been 
settled in winter quarters some four weeks, and I 
might say even longer; for we had our log houses 
nearly built before we crossed the Rapidan River 
on the 27th of November, after which we returned 
to our old position and finished our quarters. But, 
on account of the scarcity of wood, we were obliged 
to move about four miles in the direction of Culpep
per, to a more bountiful supply; and I will assure 
you we have no cause to regret the change, but 
rather to be thankful, for now we have an abund
ance of the best of wood and water. 

Our camp is situated on a slight eminence, with a 
beautiful brook running at its base. Our company 
streets are laid out with the strictest care, while our 
shanties, comparing our present ones with those of 
last winter, show a decided improvement. But 
why should they not, since experience is truly al
lowed to be our best teacher, and we have not lack
ed its advantages? My present house is the fourth 
one that I have helped build in Dixie. 

Now, in order that you may understand what 
kind of a house it is that I with three other persons 
occupy, it will be necessary for me to describe it, so 
you can judge how much comfort the soldier can 
take if left alone. It is built up with logs about 
four feet high, twelve feet long, and seven feet 
wide, with a bunk in each end sufficiently large to 
hold two persons, and under which we pile wood 
and our cooking utensils, &c. Between the two 
bunks is a space of about five feet, in the centre of 
which is a fireplace, and directly opposite a door of 
about the dimensions of those you have often seen 
in a pig pen. This, covered with our shelter tent, 
affords a better protection from storm than a per
son unused to them would suppose. Being situated 
on an elevated piece of ground renders the health 
of the regiment generally good. But as we have 
lately been on a reconnoisance, I thought it might 
interest you to know something about it. Hoping 
so, I will attempt a brief description of our march 
on that occasion. 

On Saturday, the 6th instant, roll call sounded at 
a much earlier hour than usual. Knowing there 
must be something unusual up, we hastened to get 
our breakfast, so as to be ready for any emergency, 
and a few minutes later brought the order to pack 
up and be ready to move at seven o'clock; and in 
half an hour we were all ready, waiting for the 
time to come when the bugle should sound atten
tion. Seven o'clock came, but no further orders, 
and as it had now commenced raining we thought 
perhaps we would not have to go; but at ten o'clock 
we were startled by the boom of artillery—only an 
occasional shot at first, but soon followed by several 
others in quick succession. At first we thought 
they were only shelling the woods to find out whe
ther the enemy was there, but when it was joined 



with musketry we knew there was trouble some
where, and we knew, too, that unless the tide of 
battle favored us we should very soon have to sling 
our knapsacks and start for the scene of conflict; 
but time wore on, and still no further orders till 
four o'clock p. m., when an orderly came hastily 
into camp, and the next minute the bugle sounded 
strike tents, and half past four o'clock found us 
tramping through Virginia mud, for it continued 
to rain all day, and you know at this season a little 
rain makes a good deal of mud. 

Now you who are enjoying all the comforts of 
civil life, imagine yourself turned out doors in the 
rain on a cold winter day, your destination un
known, night is fast approaching, without the 
slightest prospect of a comfortable shelter when you 
shall have reached your journey's end, and you will 
have a faint idea of how we felt on that night, 
(which by the way is not the only one we have 
spent in a similar manner), but there is no alterna
tive, so on we move at a rapid rate through fields, 
over stumps, stones and ditches, till we reach the 
road leading to Culpepper; on, still on, through 
that place, beyond which a short distance we cross 
the Railroad, and again take the fields. Night is 
now upon us, and one of inky darkness, for there 
was no moon to light our weary way; and even had 
there been it would have done but little good. For 
as my countryman Burns says, in his celebrated 
poem on Tam O'Shanter, 

"And sic a nicht we took the road in, 
That nae puir sinner was e'er abroad in." 

After five hours' hard marching we halted for the 
night, or, I should have said, our Colonel halted, 
but I will not venture to say how many of those 
who left camp with us were able to keep up. I t 
was impossible for all to do so, for when once out of 
the ranks in the dark it is no easy matter to find 
your way back, and equally difficult to find your 
regiment after it has halted, but every man came 
up early next morning, when, after a very uncom
fortable night's rest, for it had rained nearly all of 
the time, we were ordered to fall in and take the 
road leading to Raccoon Ford; and after marching 
about two miles we were halted in a miserable wet 
swamp, where we staid about five hours, during 
which time all was quiet except an occasional gun, 
when we were ordered back a short distance to a 
beautiful pine grove, and as Sol was now pouring 
forth his rays, we took a much needed repose in this 
place. We remained till near sundown, when we 
were ordered back to our old quarters, it being as
certained that the First and Second Army Corps 
had accomplished the work for which they were 
sent. What that work was I do not exactly know, 
and therefore will say nothing about it, but eleven 
o'clock finds those who are able to keep up back to 
camp. Now as we are going out on Division re-
view this afternoon at three o'clock, I must bring 
this to a close so as to send it by to-day's mail. 

I remain yours, &c, WM. EDGAR. 

Letter from the 124th N. Y. V. 
CAMP NEAR CULPEPPER, VA., 

April 4, 1864. 
FRIEND HASBROUCK: The Third Corps having 

been broken up, the First Division and Second Di
vision were put in the Second Corps, and the Third 
Division in the Sixth Corps. Thursday, March 31st, 
the troops had to pack up and go over near the Sec
ond Corps, and take the Third Division's camp, and 
the Third took the camp of the First. 

I tell you, the soldiers are getting used to mov
ing and building quarters. You see we move the 
last of March instead of the first of April, as they 
do North. 

I suppose there will be something of a draft the 
middle of April. Well, send on those at home who 
are having easy times, while we are down here 
traveling with our knapsack and six or eight days' 
rations. But the boys are cheerful over it—always 
in good spirits. If it rains, or the mud is deep, or 
it is cold, you will see the One Hundred and Twen
ty-Fourth at their post, and as lively as if all was 
fine and pleasant. They go along as if they were 
going home from a day's work in the North. 

Our boys say Uncle Abe must settle this war; he 
is the man for President. Again, there are many 
that voted against him before who say he is their 
choice now. 

Lee has Grant to face now, and if he is not care
ful Grant will serve him worse than he did Pem-
berton at Vicksburgh. You can look for stirring 
times down here next month. Then onward to 
Richmond, and we will go in then, too. 

I t has stormed here for two days past. The 
mountains in sight are white with snow, but it was 
a nice day here to-day. The One Hundred and 
Twenty-Fourth is all right and ready for action, 
but I hope we won't have to go in any more bat
tles. We have done our part, I think. The boys 
are afraid up North to come into the One Hundred 
and Twenty-Fourth, I believe, because we have 
been in so many battles.—H. D. P., in Press. 


